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4.  Periodicity of Publication : Annual
5.  Publisher’s Name : Prof. Sujata Mishra
Address : Principal
S.C.S. (Autonomous) College, Puri
Nationality ; Indian
6. Editor'sName ; Dr. Dillip Kumar Swain
Address : S.C.S. (Autonomous) College, Puri
Nationality ; Indian
7. Printer’s Name : Dilip Kumar Beura
Address : Bijayinee Publications

Shankarpur, Arunodaya Market
Cuttack - 753012
Nationality : Indian

I, Prof. Sujata Mishra, Principal, hereby declare that the particulars given above
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This publication is not for sale. It is published for free distribution among the
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POETRY OF EARTH IS NEVER DEAD
by John Keats .

The poetry of earth is never dead;

When all the birds are faint with the hot sun
And hide in cooling trees, a voice will run

From hedge to hedge about the new-mown mead.
That is the grasshopper's, - he takes the lead
In summer luxury, - he has never done

With his delights; for, when tired out with fun,

He rests at ease beneath some pleasant weed.

The poetry of earth is ceasing never.

On a lone winter evening, when the frost

Has wrought a silence, from the stove there shrills
The cricket's song, in warmth increasing ever,

And seems, to one in drowsiness half lost,

The grasshopper's among some grassy hills.
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The Promised Gift

Sasmita Pramanik
H.O.D. P.G. Dept of English

The night, burdened

With her own expectations

And the agony of uncertainties
Was waiting with bated breath

For a luminous never ending dawn

The sky strewn with stars led by the moon
Tried to brighten her world

The faint fragrant breeze

Sang lullabies to soothe her pain away

But she was waiting for

The promised gift from the sun
To alleviate all her sufferings
To shake the gloom off her
Small world, dark with doubts

Then arrived the gift promised

A rare gem, wrapped in love and bliss
llluminating her world with

An angelic innocence

Enveloping it with a fragrant aura

With the wait finally over

The Sun leaned over the night

And whispered : | kept my promise.
Your gift is your universe now.

The night didn't have to say anything
Just smiled her sweetest smile.
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Pausing on a hasty morning

Dr Shubhashish Nanda
H.O.D., Department of Teacher Education

Awakened by the thunder, it's within or not, not too sure.

| look out into the world, from the comfort of home, not so tidy but so pure.

The morning rain splashes the sun, bathing the dust of the dawn

For long mudded crossroads, the canals and my lawn.

In a corner, a woman has lighted the woody incense of her prayers.

Pavements are damp awaiting sunlight,

And a maid takes her day’s tea, gathering up for her first glee.

The first sip, the first touch, the first soil after rains,

An inspiring elation in the first bites, always.

Home is where your heart belongs to.

Home is also where you cried last night, your arms felt so warm, so right.

The last book unread is packed neatly lost among the old.

The last cracked coffee mug found in the days of need, in nights of cold.

Learnt to find gratitude in the rusty clean old unused pots and pans.

You may not earn enough for a cosy, evening slumber,

The efforts may always run out of dignity and appreciation.

In finding gratitude for the estranged host,

Offering the first taste of frothy milk warmed in a diminishing winter fire.

The trees will pass by, so will the years’ tiredness.

If something stays by, that will be our desire to savour joy out of perishable moments.
Desire to dwell better amongst the hustle of chores and smirk of a haunting future.
If something stays by, that will be our fallen Gods and long nights of murmuring prayers.
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‘Droplets of life'

Dr. Snehalata Pradhan
Asst. prof (T.E) in Botany

When | was upset,

Night said, 'Wait for the morning.'
When the rain made me wet

Clouds said, 'Wait till we are moving.'
| can recognise and realise,
Everything happens for a reason

| am surprised and can summarise,
how | act in every situation.

Experiences, which have taught many types

how to make potential decisions,
in the droplets of life.

Stability is very important,

Not the waves of pain.

Every ups and downs of the moment,
Hike you up for a new gain.
Appreciated the opportunities,
Left the errors behind.
addressing the Affinities,

Took a step to rewind.

An ocean of success is big in size.
Float yourself,

In the droplets of life.

Peace is an art,

Request your soul for that.
Adjustment is to cope,

Do it with new hope.

Heal your wound and pain,

And if you fall, walk again,

And need a new start from inside
In the Droplets of life.

7
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Life
Dr. Bidyut Prava Nayak
Asst. Prof (TE) in Physics

You are the light

When there is no sun
You are the rainbow

after the rain is gone.

You are the stars

that twinkle in the night
You are the moon

that glows so bright.

You are the wind
that speaks my name
You are the love
when the world is the same.

You are the flowers

that the bees never miss
You are the beach

that the warm sun kiss.

7
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All is perfect with Time

Satyaijit Sau
Lab. Asst. cum - Store Keeper, Zoology Dept.

In the world,

Every one is very beautiful.

God makes no mistake in his world

Each though has tiny capacity is very
powerful.

Nothing is impossible for anyone

One can over come all the obstacles

By using courage with self - reliance
Everybody passes through the situation with
the passage of time

if we can handle the stress

And know what's the wrong and the right
way

Then we may get the taste of success.
Birds and flowers are beautiful with their
colours

Specific fragrance attracts the bees

Each creature shows its own power

To cohabit the world with love and care

In sync with time and space

7
E X4

QN8 Q6HHR IEITE ARIFYING IS IS 9099-909M

Qeade

After Flood

Samta Ranka

An old man questioned little girl Sony
Why are you sitting lonely?

Where is your mother?

Girl in reply went out of shelter.
Pointed out to the sky high.

Where her mother lie.

Victims of flood were they,

When on a rock they lay.

with house filled with water,

with no straw’s roof over.

Had one sweater to wear

which mother gave to daughter

In cold weather and rain,

As they suffered from pain.

When they were waiting for rescue,
Her mother got high fever,

She went in search of a star,

From the little girl, very far.

Rescued sony awaited her mother’s return
In the hot, bright and scorching sun.
Old man understood the situation,
He took Sony to his own mansion.
They were victims of a flood,

In which men lost their blood,

In which two souls were made apart,
But always in each other’s heart.

7
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Straying Souls

Sushree Sonal Jena
BS (P) 20-056

Twinkling Eyes,

Shades of sheds,
Relying on lovers

Low grades of beds.
Stagnant as bubble
They glow in the bubble,
Even if they earn,

Is declared as rubble. (1) While soothed a fur

we ruthed the tear
Buds the dead they carry,

Stares of agony they got,
gony ey 9 It's hard andintent

fairs the irony they taught,

Fist feasts are in lot, ‘cause they vary.
Few with jobs of a slut. We may have disgust on,

We utter we may have those shiny tears to lust on.(3)

It's only when it rained,

from where the living be gained.
They matter,

Have to endure those pain,

only one more living to gain.(2)

They envy the flowers.

we would never buy.

The wilder they get,

The wilder they fly.

The beauty they share.

None pops up until you care.(4)
The beauty of dying, living a dare.
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Pride

Shakti Vishal Dash
BA 21 -375 English 2nd years

Once | asked myself who am |,

| never accepted myself, thus | cry,

Can | expect others to accept me?

The way | was born, the way | see,

As | hated myself, for being myself,

which is for me, the greatest misery

Is it taboo? I'm ashamed to change,

| tried to change for my gross soul’s glee.

| was in pain, my efforts in vain,

| died again and again

| just couldn’t, and no one | have to blame.
Mirror used to hide my truth, for being
myself.

And | couldn’t fit in so called social vanity.
But now it doesn’t matter, call me ugly or
dull,

Someone taught, with my sexuality, | am
beautiful
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The End

Ashutosh Nayak
P.G 1syr (ENG) 522-0301

It's a truth, yet to discover

It's a place, worth paying a visit

It's a blessing, a mother certainly avoids
It's a play, ends with the End.

Blessing for the ones ‘Spiritually inclined’
Terror for an urbanised geek.

lllicit in a zone ‘relationship’ and
morphine for a depressed freak.

Yes.... Yes.... Death, My companion

| consider if inevitable

why even to part one self to others
Though | find all the above considerable.
Why ugly, why to peep?

Why to intervene unknown, why to flinch?
What's bothering, relations or self?

or finding someone worth your pitch.
Though you fry, won't escape

This happening thing, claimed reality

It's good for you to value

or have faith in false tranquility.

7
0




Qeade

88

Spiritual Knowledge: The Real Knowledge

Debashre Chatterjee
1« Yr. Sc., Zool. (Hons)

The word ‘Knowledge’ means
understanding of someone or something. It
is often misunderstood with the word
‘Education is the process through which we
acquire knowledge. According to swami
Vivekananda, ‘Education is the modification
of human behaviour.” But, now a days
education has taken a different route and
have a different meaning. People think being
educated means learning everything that is
written inthe book, memorising it, appearing
exams and finally getting a degree on a
particular subject. In today’s tech - savvy
world people are running after science and
technology. Every country is trying to excel
in the field of technology. Students from the
childhood are being trained to make their
contribution towards it.

But, where the world is lagging behind
is in the field of ‘spiritual knowledge’.
Spirituality, again is misunderstood with the
rituals. People believe they by following
rituals which their religion specify is
spirituality. Actually, spirituality is having the
knowledge of the ‘Spirit’ or soul; that soul
which is directly connected to the supreme
soul, the supreme power, the supreme
energy or simply, GOD.

There are two aspects of life. One is
spiritualistic and the other is materialistic.

QN8 Q6HHR IEITE ARIFYING IS IS 9099-909M

Possession for worldly desires / Affairs such
as wealth, power, fame etc, which is
prevailing in this world, is materialistic. To
attain the spiritualistic aspect, one must free
himself from this materialistic aspect. For
this, one should have interest in it.

The first step of being spiritualistic or
attaining spiritual knowledge is to know
oneself. At first, one need to know who he
is, what is his purpose of life, where is his
final destination. One should be ready to
learn with his heart. He should question his
every action and be ready to know its actual
cause, rather justifying it according to his
own conviction. He should have an open
mind and out-of-box thinking.

One might think why should he gain
spiritual knowledge rather being
materialistic. For the answer to this question,
he must understand that all the materialistic
possession which he would have gathered
in his entire life time would be left behind in
this world after his death. It’'s only that
knowledge, which he had gained in his entire
life, will go with his soul which is immortal.
Body has come from the mud and it will go
back to it, but it's the soul which is immortal,
will rip all the knowledge with it. Knowledge
never dies.

Moral values play an important role in
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the path of attaining spiritual knowledge. For
moral ethics, education is the greatest
weapon. Here education doesn’t signify
mathematical equations or concepts of
physics. It is concentration of mind.
According to swami Vivekananda, ‘the
training by which the current and expression
of will are brought under control and become
fruitful is called education.’ Inculcating these
real ideas of education is essential for
achieving spirituality.

To be nearer to God. one must give
up the thing ‘I'. It is that phase where worldly
things don't affect you much. You are free
from all the worldly affairs. It may take
sometime to realise this but once people
understand the real meaning of life between
the birth and death cycle and his place as a
mere soul in this vast universe, he can find
the path to salvation.

People think by practicing he may be
nearer to God. But if youdon't believe in his
existence, nothing can bring you nearer to
HIM evenwith utmost devotion. ‘Faith’ is the
key to God. It's not that rituals don’'t get you

QN8 Q6HHR IEITE ARIFYING IS IS 9099-909M
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nearer to God, but the purpose, logic and
science behind it. Blind faith won’t help.
Everyone came to this world bare-handed
and will go the same. One comes to fuffill
some duties; once that is over, he expires.
He takes nothing with it. Neither his wealth
nor his loved ones but knowledge and
knowledge. In his next birth he again
continues to learn from there. That's the
reason why only Mendel understood the
principle of inheritance and no one else
although they were witnessing it.

I's not that academic knowledge is
not important. One can pursue a degree in
any field and still have spiritualistic aspect.
Spiritual knowledge can’'t be taught.
Introducing spiritual knowledge in academic
syllabus as for sake of marks won't help.
There should be proper implementation of
the purpose of the course. Like God,
spiritual knowledge is omnipresent. One just
need to grab it. Spreading the importance
of spiritual knowledge among children as
well as adults is equally indispensable.
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The CAG : Helping India Achieve Panchamrit - Five

Nectar Elements to Deal with Climate Change

Sushree Sangeeta Behera
08-BEd 20-009

‘WE DON’T INHERIT THE EARTH
FROM OUR ANCESTRORS, WE
BORROW IT FROM OUR CHILDREN.’

The ailing planet envisaged its journey
from the ‘climatic change’ to climatic crisis’
needs our utmost attention. Change is
inevitable, but positive change that stands
for development is all we want, So, being
the development -conscious citizens of
India, we should not only focus on
sustainable development but also ensure
the proper use of sanctioned founds for
projects. Ina mesmerizing way, the very first
step is taken by Mr. Narendra Modi at COP
26 in Glasgow, the UK which once achieved
will bring India to prominence as
‘Viswaguru'.

A plethora of debates and discussions
had caught our attention and among them,
the most prevalent was the ‘PANCHAMRIT”
- The five nectar elements. India took five
pledges -

1. Net zero emissions by 2070.
2. Achieving non-fossil fuel energy

capacity of 500GW by 2030.

3. 50% energy requirement from
renewable sources.
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4, Reducing total projected carbon
emissions by one billion tonnes, and
5. Reducing the carbon intensity of the

economu to 45% by 2030.

On November 2021 a Delhi-based
Think Tank Council on Energy, Environment,
and water (CEEW) said - ‘We find the
aggregate investment support required by
India to achieve its 2070 net zero targets
will be S1.4 trillion (Rs.105 lakh crore). But
to our amazement presently it is the coal
ministry that has a larger budget than the
renewable energy ministry or the
environment ministry.’

Considering the world BUDGET, we
directly think about the Ministry of finance,
which is the apex controlling authority of four
central civil services i.e., Indian revenue
services, Indian audit and accounts
services, India economic service, and India
civil accounts. Among them, the department
which acts as a guide, friend, and
philosopher of the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) of the Parliament is none
other than the Indian Audit and Accounts
Department. It is regulated by an
independent body known as the Comptroller
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and Auditor general of India, As enshrined
in article 148 of the Indian constitution. He
is rightly mentioned as the guardian of the
public purse and there by handles the entire
financial system of the whole country at both
levels i.e, the centre and the state.

The word comptroller and Auditor
General consists of two parts. the
‘comptroller’ controls the government
exchequer and the part ‘Auditor’ audits the
accounts of the government. For any
prosperous country, the government much
be accountable for how and where our
money is spent. As a vigilant Indian and
under the right to Information Act, it's
pertinent to keep our eyes on the
expenditure done by the government. So,
here comes the role of the CAG. It plays a
pivotal role in clarifying the money that is
intended to use for the rights and welfare of
our country was used for the same or not.
It gives us a true picture of clarity to both
central and state fiscal issues.

Among the many functions, the most
important function which will be responsible
to understand climatic crisis is that - the CAG
helps the Finance Commission in acquiring
an informed opinion on the state
government finances. Diving in to the matter
of climatic crisis, it's pertinent to know the
individual health of each state and that’s the
way CAG will allot funds and ensure efficient
auditi.e, the state of chhattisgarh has a large
percentage of the population who are
vulnerable to climate change due to their
dependence on mining, minor forest
produces and agriculture for livelihood
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where as Odisha has a different story. It is
one of the most vincible states in India which
face the twin challenge of tropical cyclones
and drought. This exemplifies both the
state’s need for financial support but in
different arenas and this is how the CAG
will function in achieving Panchamrit.

Climate change is a pressing global
issue. The negotiations held between
developing countries and developed
countries are agitated with tension. The
scenario is such that developed countries
are paying for the developing countries to
mitigate and adapt to the climate, which is
termed ‘climate Finance.” The need of the
hour is proper utilization of those funds and
thereby abiding by the rules and regulations
of the CAG, which will not only ensure
transparency but will also help India to
achieve Panchmri at a faster pace.

In 2014, according to a report by CPI
(Climate policy Initiative), climate finance
flows totaled S391 billion and India got over
S1 billion in approval. So much so, Asian
Development Bank and world Bank also
came to help the developing countries. But
these funds needs to be streamlined in the
right way to either make or breakour dreams
of achieving Panchamrit coming true. Here
comes the enigmatic role of the CAG to
submit audit reports on appropriation
accounts, financial accounts, and public
under taking to the president which will there
by ensure proper utilization of funds in
respective areas and this will curb the issue
of climate change too. So, it is the whole
some role of the CAG in helping India to
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achieve Panchamrit. For this, we need to
integrate the types of audits done under the
CAG wit the roles it under takes to help all
the countrymen.

There are 4 types of audits : -

(a) Compliance audit : in simple
words, it establishes that the money spent
is available under the budget and applied
to the activity for which it is available. It
primarily relates to safeguarding and use
of resources - financial resources, malaria
resources, human resources, and most
importantly natural resources - financial
resources, human resources, and most
importantly natural resources. Steps to
achieve Panchamrit involves the installation
of solar panels, rethinking of grid energy to
strore it, and maximum utilizations of hydro
electricity with feasible hydro pumped
storage will be only achievable by the
optimum utilization of green bonds and
climate Finances, So, under the compliance
audit, the government is bound o comply
with its demand and must utilize resources
that will ultimately help to achieve
Panchamrit.

(b) Financial audit : it ensures that
books of accounts are maintained and they
have trusted representations of the actual
transactions. A head of Panchanrit, India is
on the way to joining the crude oil price cap
coalition which will ensure India has access
to the cheapest possible oil. The price cap
as stressed by the Deputy Secretary of the
US treasury, is a tool to meet the goal of
reducing Russian revenue while keeping
fuel supplies running. This step can make
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much more money available to achieve
Panchamrit and simultaneously it should be
kept and represented in the CAG without
any disincentive for proper operation.

Currently, carbon dioxide in India
accounts for 2.88 Gt and according to the
Intergovernmental planning of climatic
change (IPCC), global emission of carbon
dioxide need switch from the use of
renewable sources to non-renewable
sources. As said by Arunabha Ghosh. CEO
of the council for Energy, Environment, and
water (CEEW) - ‘This is real climate action.
Now India demands the US S1 trillion in
climate finance as soo as possible and will
monitor not just climate action but climate
finance.” So, all these show the need for
proper management of finance to
accomplish our goal to achieve Panchamrit.
A financial audit by the CAG will not only
maintain a clear picture of expenses but also
maintain transparency between the
government and the people of India.

(c) Efficiency audit : it is largely
applicable to commercial enterprises in
terms of manpower utilization, material
utilization, capacity utilization, general
managerial efficiency, etc. It checks and
measures the efficiency of the project. It is
obvious that all the Panchmrit plans
reverberate around the financial support
from the central government exchequer. So,
it is the arena where the CAG will ensure
whether the proper utilization of resources
is complied with by the government. If proper
efficiency is adhered to then according to a
report commissioned by the high - level
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policy Commission - achieving the 2070 net
zero target will create 15 milion new jobs
by 2047.

(d) Propriety audit : It questions the wisdom,
faithfulness, and economy behind the
financial decision. As mentioned above
according to reports commissioned by the
high-level policy commission, the ‘Getting
India to net Zero by 2070’ will not only create
as many as 15 million jobs by 2047 but also
boost annual GDP by as muchas 7.3% i.e,
S470 billion, secure livelihoods and improve
health. Adding to this the report said net zero
emissions by 2070 would require an
economy - booster investment of s10.1
trillion from now, 2050 calls for S13.5 trillion.
This implies the wisdom to invest funds
faithfully to achieve Panchamrit, but we
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should not forget that these are just
propositions. At the end of the day, CAG
will understand the underlying economic
benefits and the wisdom of investing in such
areas, which will make Panchamrit
accessible.

Our climate is changing, why aren’t
we?

The need of the hour is to understand
and rethink the world towards the five nectar
elements ‘Panchamrit seems more doable,
as it plays a decisive role that will convert
India from a developing country to a
developed one. It’'s just not the role of the
government or the CAG, rather it involves
every soulof India to jointhe troop as vigilant
and awakened citizens to make Panchamrit
very much achievable.

7
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An Incident That Changed My Life

Janhabi Priyadarsini
BS (p) 20-103 +3 3rd year

DARK WORLD WITH DARKEST SOULS

LOSS

These four letters word that | have
never even dreamt about in my life.
Somewhere, it has been lost in the sea
without even knowing directions to its
destination.
HAPPINESS

Sitting at the corner of the restaurant,
| observed Zachi seemed to be the most
happiest person | have ever met. with some
prettiest flowers tucked on her hair, she
always give extra affection to one she
knows and all.
ANGER

Here comes the difficult word, | always
found difficult to describe. But as soon as, |
met Alex, the word gave itself some of its
meaning. Alex, a boy with cold face giving
creepy vibes, who always seemed to be
focused on studying and winning
Everytime, he loses some challenges, that
anger on his face gave me shivers. But that
does not matter, the matter is he is being
on himself for not winning. But the very next
moment, he would prove himself to be the
best.

Whenever, | went to Aunt’s restaurant,
she would give me extra side dishes for free.

QN8 Q6HHR IEITE ARIFYING IS IS 9099-909M

Though not my blood relation, but as a
regular customer. Quite extroverted in
nature Aunt Mai always tries to cheer me
up wherever | am low. Although | don't say
anything.

| have always liked to remain by
myself and keep my things to myself. | don’t
like to interact much. People even don't
bother to approach me first because |
always have my poker face on. Typically, a
bitch face. | always wear black sunglasses.
Yes, There is a reason why | wear this. This
is a secret that no one knows about me even
who knew my father, he died due to an
accident. And I’ Myself blame for his death.

No one in this world is immortal one
day everyone has to die. And | canfore see
their death. | can see that dark black pitched
soul following the persons whose death are
near.

In order not to see those creepy
shadows, | tend to have my sunglasses on
always.

Even the fact that happened 20years
ago, when | was seven, | saw shadow
following my dad. | was so scared even to
go near him, | told him not to go near him, |
told him not to go anywhere but as a cop,
his duty always comes first. And later the
news came he was no more.
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Even today, due to my weird
appearance and behaviour | am not being
approached first by anyone. Guess what, |
used to think, | have lived long enough of
my life until Alex arrived. Like, | was waiting
in the dark room filled with fear, Sadness
and loss, he became a light falling and
showing the directions lowards brightness.

I met him five years ago. when | was
going late for my practicals and could not
even fInd the room. Alex was also my
classmate but then | did not even know he
existed. | met him in the hallway and
surprisingly, he was asking me for the
directions to the practical room which | was
also searching for . He then called a friend
of his to ask the location and then we went
forit. It was awkward at first as we both even
did not introduce ourselves to each other.

After meeting him a few times, my
perspective towards the society started
changing. We became best friends and it
was limited to that because | wanted myself
not to forget the memories of my father. |
shared the darkest secret of mine when |
was really like about 2-3 years ago.
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He did not believe me at first but |
persuaded him to go on a hunt for people
who were about to die because | would see
those shadows on them. After watching
those with his own eyes, he believed me.
Alex was always my strength ever since. For
him, | started wearing sunglasses less. He
changed the rhythmic sequence of my
thinking that my eyes were not cursed, they
were blessed. As | could see the end of the
lives of the persons who were going to start
a new phase of their lives. Their destiny
cannot be changed but their actions can.
He told me to give assurance to those
people whom | think they need and say not
to have any regrets in their life. But however,
| was somewhere tend to ger afraid to even
those people. What fears me the most was
that when | touched that shadow, i could
knew the way they were going to die.

But know what, | tend to overcome
all those difficulties slowly but not mostly.
All thanks o my best friend, him entering in
to my life was the incident that changed the
direction of my life.
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Large Scale Deforestation in the name of

Beautification

Anwesha Nayak
+3 2nd year BA21 -178

Ever since the industrial revolution
began back in the nineteenth century, many
trees have been cut down to set up
factories, large architectural structures and
to make way for transportation. A huge
number of trees have been eliminated to
make the life of humans more and more
convenient. Only if humans could realise
that while they are making their lives
comfortable, they are seizing away the
homes of many wild animals.

Many forests are being clamed to build
structures that amaze the human eye, to
manufacture furniture that beautify our
homes, to make accessories of luxury
brands that mark one’s status symbol and
to make more space. for constructing
beautiful houses. All of this for what ? For
the sole purpose of beautification.

Let’'s take the Amazon forest as an
example. A large express way was build to
cut short the hours of travel. This was a
rather controversial issue. The architecture
of if is magnificent and beautiful. But does
it serve any purpose to the planet ? The
simple answer is no.

Because deforestation is taking place
on such a large scale, it is believed by
researchers that some areas of the planet
have stopped breathing.
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Trees are cut to make beautiful roads,
that are straight and smooth. But what about
the replacement of those trees. Only a few
people came about planting a tree after
writing down one.

No doubt, beautification is necessary,
setting up factories. is necessary,
constructing ways for transportation is also
important but so is planting of more trees.
One should not forget that trees are equally
important for us as much as convenient
ways of living are.

But it is rather sad that humans are
too selfish to care about the value of trees.
It is only when we realized that climatic
changes and natural disasters are occuring
due to large scale deforestation, we began
to understand their free value.

Even though the change is slow,
change is happening. Even though it is for
a human’s selfish reasons that they are
blaming trees, of least they are beginning
to care about trees. Deforestation is under
control. Botanical gardens have been
constructed and finally people are realizing
that the real beautification is not when they
build huge architectures but rather in
planting trees. Nature is the real beauty.

7
0‘0
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A Comparative Analysis Between British
Romanticism and Sabuja Juga in Odia Literature

Komal Krishna
521ENG 003

As thoughts possess the poet likewise
a good poem possesses the readers. The
study on Comparative Literature provides a
shade of infinite knowledge especially when
we compare two culturally different
languages and the way the poet has
presented it. Very surprisingly we find many
similarities and differences between the
poets of two different eras, ages, cultures
and countries. When John Keats said ‘a
thing of beauty is joy forever’ (Endymion)
we can find the similar idea in Radhanath
Ray's poem as ‘geeede 2edie a1, 6960
cQgeem @l §92IR’ (Sundar truptira
abasada nahi, jete dekhuthile nua
dishuthaei). Odia Sabuja Juga poets got
immensely inspired by the poets British
romantic age. Although the Odia poets
under the influence of colonization and the
approaching modern age did not
romanticize the writings and thoughts as
British poets did, still there are few poets
who gave beautiful approachtowards nature
and natural setting on odia landscape. This
paper not only gives a comparative analysis
between Odia sabuja Juga and British age
but also romanticizes two different cultures
on a single plain.
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When we go on comparing the
background, History, writings and
approaches of the romantic age, the word
‘romantic age’ maximizes its involvement not
only in British literature but also in Odia,
Hindi, African and many other language.
History of the romantic age started towards
the end of 18th century in Europe. The major
events that led to the development of
romanticism include The American war of
Independence (1775), The French
Revolution (1789) and The Industrial
Revolution. It was an artistic, literary and
musical movement started in 1800 and
ended in 1850. The publication of Lyrical
Ballards in 1798, the collaborative work by
William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor
Coleridge marked the initiation towards the
literary arena of romantic age.

When we slightly move towards
Odisha, we cannot find the basic approach
of romanticism in Odia literature because it
was more influenced by the modern age or
Pragati Juga. The evolution of romanticism
in Odia literature started with the
collaborative publication of Odia Kabitabali
which was published in two parts on 1876
and 1885 by the two eminent poets:
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Radhanath Ray and Madhusudan Rao.
Although they belong to the Pragati Juga,
still we consider them as the key figures of
the romantic age in Odia literature. They
impose a reflection of the scenic and exotic
natural beauty by taking river, green fields,
flowers, bird, sun and moon as their major
themes. They not only provide the romantic
approach to it but also give it a framework
that touches the heart of the readers.

LINES COMPOSED UPON WEST
MINISTER BRIDGE AND ¢1219@168
6e426210 (MAHANDI RE JOTSHNA
BIHAR)

Lines composed upon West Minister
Bridge by the ‘highest priest of nature’
William Wordsworth and the Prema Kabi of
the Odia Sabuja Juga, MayadharMansingh’s
Mahanadi re JotshnaBihara. In both the
poems we can find some similar and
beautiful comparison of nature and natural
settings. By taking some of the elements of
nature like river, sun and sky both the poets
very beautifully explain the nature world
although placed in different background. In
the poem, Lines composed upon west
Minister Bridge, the poet describes about
the river Thames and the beauty of the sun
rays falling on it;

Never did sun more beautifully steep
In his first splendor, valley, rock, or hill;
Ne’er saw I, never felt, a calm so dee!

In Mahanadi re Jotshna Bihara,
Mayadhar Mansingh expresses the beauty
of the river Mahanadi and the soothing rays
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of the moonlight catches the attention of the
poet while boating in the evening.
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Placed in two different setting but
inspired by the same ideology, both the
poets give a beautiful comparison of the
poems. Taking individual approaches, when
Wordsworth personified morning as a
garment which the cit is wearing, it is cit is
wearing, it is portrayed under the golden
light. On the other hand, Mansingh’s
Portrayal of the dawn in silver light narrates
the beauty of the queen of night that has
arrived on the bank of the river Mahanadi
and looks like a newly married woman. The
materialistic approach and the holistic
approach are mingled together in the above
poems.

SAILING TO BYZANTIUM AND 4IgiQ°qlle
(JATRA SANGEETA)

Mentioning the deep ideas of the
poems to Byzantium by William Butler Yeats
and Jatra Sangeeta By Baikuntha Nath
Patnaik, placed in two different countries but
having similar thought processes makes the
sector of literature more open. In Sailing to
Byzantium, the poet expresses his hatred
and hearty gratitude, hatred for the
youngsters of Ireland who are busy in one
another’'s arms embracing each other, not
only humans but also the animals, birds and
fishes. He says, “thatis no place forold man’
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thus leaving the sensual world the poet goes
on an imaginary spiritual journey to the holy
city of Byzantium. He asks the holy sages
who were standing around the holy fire to
come near him and purify his soul;
Oh sages standing in God’s holy fire
As in the gold mosaic of a wall,
Come from the holy fire, permne in a gyre,
And be the singing - masters of my soul.

We candraw this similar point of view
in the Jatra Sangeeta when Baikunthnath
Patnaik proclaims life is nothing but a stage
where we are the actors and we presents
ourselves in different physical forms. Aging
is a process that will never stop and death
is the ultimate truth of life, but the young
generations were so much indulged in the
sensual pleasure, they are forgetting the
bitter truth of life.
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Yeats beautifully mentions about
existence when he says ‘Once out of nature
| shall never take my bodily from any natural
thing’ he wants to get rid of the natural
process of birth, reproduction, and death.
Rather he wants to become a bird or any
art form that keeps a drowsy emperor awake
and to sit on the branch being an immortal
bird singing about the past, present, and
future to the people who will come on a
voyage to the holy city of Byzantium.

Highlighting a last thought of
Baikunthanath Patnaik when he expresses
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himself as ‘Pausha masa rataru,” he very
cunningly states spirituality although
frustrated but gathering his moral strength
to get his soul away from being a victim of
worldly pleasure. Although his life has been
bare and barren still he is sprinkling the
water of spirituality that will ultimately lead
him on the path towards god. Likewise,
Yeats being in his old age gives a similar
ideology when he gives his hearty devotion
to the almighty while asking the sages to
purify his soul. We can find similar
comparison in the poem sailing to
Byzantium where the poet mentions the old
people as scare crow - they are the tattered
clothes upon a stick.

We can draw a spiritual view point
from both poems while comparing them.
Very surprisingly both the poets of the great
romantic age not only romanticized but also
made their hearty desires expressed in front
of the Almighty. Consoling themselves and
making a moral proclamation motivates the
young hearts so that they can leave the
sensual and physical pleasure that comes
under the light of spirituality.

TO THE SKYLARK AND
9% dal (BANAPRIYA)

Lastly, the most beautiful poems on
birds and their nature express the beautiful
aspects in a very stunning manner. Percy
Bysshe Shelley’s To the skylark and Nanda
Kishore Bal's Banapriya, it provides a
transformative image while comparing. His
poem Banapriya, includes the lines of
Skylark to give contrasting imagery;
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We look before and after,

And pine for what is not;

Our sincerest laughter

With some pain is fraught;

Our sweetest songs are those

That tell of saddest thought.

The Skylark in the western context
changes to Koili in Odisha’s landscape. The
use of the concept of the bird cuckoo in the
Odia poems counts back from the Sarala
age to the modern age. The cuckoo has the
sweetest tone like the skylark and acts like
a messenger who carries a message from
a lover to his beloved;
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Not only in this context but the cuckoo
is also glorified in mythology. Upendra
Bhanja in his poem ‘Baidehisa Bilasa’
portrays the role of the bird cuckoo when
goddess Sita was imprisoned by Ravan and
she sends her sorrowful message to lord
Ram.

When we move to the concept of
skylark in English literature, we can mark a
huge difference in both the birds although
they have some similarities. While Shelley
addresses the skylark, he calls it a ‘blithe
spirit’, he portrays the bird as a spirit that
has no physical form thus he compares the
bird with the cloud of fire, the star of heaven,
unbodied joy, and with rainbow. He
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describes the bird which goes so high that
it becomes unreachable forthe poet to even
imagine its reach. We can find similarities
between both the poems on one hand when
the speaker is saying the bird cuckoo is
becoming a messenger for the lover who
sends his message to his beloved on the
other hand the skylark in the western
conceptis becoming the carrier of fragrance
which carries the mild spring wind and
spreads a sweet smell all around. Skylark
bears Shelly’s attitude whereas cuckoo
brings Nandakishore’s romantic ideas to the
limelight. The serious tone of Shelley is
countered by Nandakishor’s distant
romantic mood in a single canvas.

Thus, to conclude, we can look at the
comparative literature from various sides by
giving it a good interpretation. When we
compare the literary works we notonly focus
on the nature and pattern of the works, but
also try to fetch and serve the inner feelings
of the poets who mold us by their
mesmerizing descriptions. In some way or
other poets of the romantic age become very
simple in their approach but elegantly and
meaningfully convey their message,
grabbing the attention of the readers.

R/
0.0
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Versatility of Imagery in
Jayanta Mahapatra’s Poem

Smruti Sagarika Behera
521ENGO001

INTRODUCTION

Literature is entwined with several
mostly like drama, Prose, and poetry. Every
genre even embodies exceptional
characteristics that verifies in distinctive
manner. Poetry possesses Aeon aged root
in literature world; be it Mahabharata in India
literature or Macbeth of Shakespeare.

However, poetry being an aesthete of
literary world serve according through the
evocative application and ostensible
manner. Poetry appears with versatility that
sometimes suggests solo existence as
discrete poems or occurs in additionto other
arts as in narrative poetry, hymns or lyrics.

Imagery, arisen from the Latin
discussion, imago - ‘an image’, is a
deliberate use of dispute in a work to evoke
obvious description that appeals to a
reader’s senses to flash an image or idea
in the reader’s mind. Jayanta Mahapatra,
the prominent Physics professor and awe -
inspiring lyricist, has made a mark in Indian
expressive for miscellaneous attributes of
his poems - imagery being the primary of
them. His poems optimize a modern
approach in emotion and in versalization,
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and emit an India scent which saves
authenticity and sincere treatment in style.
His expression is an abstruse translation of
a yearn of apparition and well
representational in territorial devotion.

IMAGERY in the poerty of Jayanta
Mahapatra:

To augment the definition of imagery
we can introduce it as an integral part to the
central idea of a poem or to the subsidiary
ideas in it. The profusion of imagery a wide
range seems to succeed in Mohapatra’s
poetry. Animagist poem is configured to be
short, consisting of a series of images which
are precise and sharply etched.

We find the visual imagery as well as
the auditory imagery in the poems of the
poet Jayant Mohapatra.

Visual imagery :

It uses qualities of how something
looks visually to best create animage in the
reader's head. These visual qualities can
be shapes, colour, light, shadow, or even
patterns. It is one of the most common types

of imagery as it allows readers to better
describe the world and characters of a novel
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or poem. Visual imagery is often achieved
through the use of other literary devices like
metaphors and similes.

Auditory imagery :

Descriptive language can create a
mental image of sounds, even when there
is no external stimulus (i.e.no ‘real-life

sound’). This could be music voices, or
general noises that we hear.

Dawn at Puri :

‘Dawn at puri’ is animagist poem. The
Panorama of puri artistically portrayed with
vivid images and symbols. becomes
evocative. The poem opens with the striking
images :

Mahapatra uses vivid symbols and
imagery to describe the temple town of puri
and its’ endless crom noises’ - a reference
to the crows’ never - ending cawing, which
is both a visual and an aural image. A skull
lying on holy sands; The contrast of the
abstract and concrete, where the abstract
‘holy’ and the concrete ‘skull’ are paired
together, creates a stunning sight. The
mood of daybreak has been evoked through
a sequence of vibrant images. Mahapatra
also emphasizes the significance of the
Hindu community in India’s temple town of
puri.

Indian summer :

‘Indian Summer’ is remarkable for its
clear and exact imagery, judicious choice
of words and compactness. The diction has
a certain simplicity. It has three or four
separate images or pictures, which are not
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interconnected but which combine to build
up what Mahapatra believes is the
atmosphere of an Indian summer in this
country (or in Orissa). The poem shows how
terrible Mahapatra’s vision is, and how his
pessimism an grim outlook might be
explained by his acute awareness of the
suffering of the Indian masses. His main
worry is the image of loss, despair,
hopelessness, and rejection. Although the
poem recounts a normal India summer,
several commentators have argued that the
poem is a disguised reflection on the
‘suffering woman’. Despite the original
literary sensibility, some people have said
that it was one of Mahapatra’s amateurish
poems.

Hunger :

The poem ‘Hunger’ by Jayanta
Mahapatra is about a small incident which
happened in the life of the poet. The poet
explains his journey via boat on which the
sailor offers his daughter to him for sex so
that he may get money in return to feed
himself and his daughter.

The poet uses ample of images to
describe to describe the incident. He
expresses his sexual hunger as flesh which
was ‘heavy on my back'. He describes the
sailor’s greed, need and appearance with
words like ‘trailing his nets and his nerves,
white bone thrash his eyes, his body clawed
at the froth, father’s exhausted wile’. His
restlessness is described as ‘mind
thumping in the flesh’s sling, Silence gripped
my sleeves, sky fell on me’ and the
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surroundings are full of ‘flickering dark’,
Finally, he describes the girl as * Long and
lean, her years cold as rubber, wormy legs’.

The poem primarily has two structures
of images: fleshrelated and poverty related,
hunger originating from the flesh and that
from poverty. Inthis poem Mahapatra shows
that love is mere lustful passion with an
irresistible desire for pleasures.

Total Solar Eclipse :

An outstanding example of animal
imagery is to be met with the poem entitled
‘Total Solar Eclipse’. There are two stanzas
in this poem in which the behaviour of
animals during the solar eclipse has
realistically and vividly been pictured. The
cobra slides along the hill; the hyena sniffs
at sudden cool air and utters a despairing
wail; the vultures turn away from the still
warm belly of the sky; sparrows assemble
over the shaking Gulmohar; and the
crocodile moves cautiously in the waters.
The poem contains other imagery too, but
this animal imagery is conspicuous.

Rain :
In this poem Jayant Mahapatra has
peculiarly used the image of ‘rain’ to depict
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both destructive and productive nature of it.
Rain not only binds man with the universe
as a suggestive symbol of fertility, but also
evokes his past and reminds him of the
suffering he had faced in life. In Mahapatra’s
poetry the symbol of rain got mainfold
directions. The ancient symbol of fertility
stands as one of the most favourite
metaphors for Mahapatra. The metaphor of
‘rain’ can be considered as the mirror of the
poet’s psychological condition.

CONCLUSION :

The imagery in Jayanta Mahapatra’'s
poems is just one of the qualities that have
helped him become well-known in Indian
poetry. He is a talented and conscientious
craftsman who carefully manipulates his
visuals and symbols. Hence, a thorough
examination of Jayanta Mahapatra’s poems
exposes his capacity to transmit coders of
his consciousness to the realization of his
images and symbols. He created the images
as a medium or a tool to portray his
experience and clear up the murky windows.
It is literally impossible to comprehend his
poetic world without the idea of his images.

R/
0.0
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Women Education and Empowerment in
Fakir Mohan’s ‘Rebat/’

Akanksha Das
521ENG002

‘By education | mean an all - round
drawing out of the best in child and man-
body, mind and spirit’ -Mahatma Gandhi

Education, they say, takes us from
darkness to light; from unknown to known
and from ignorance to knowledge. Side by
side it is a gate way to world. In a person’s
life, education, no doubt plays a vital role
as it is considered widely as a great weapon
in reforming and molding the society. No
nation can be considered as a powerful one
if its people are largely illiterate. We are
unable to describe the importance of
education in a person’s life just in words. In
this regard, the following Shloka from an
ancient Hindu scriptures worth quoting here;
‘Mata Shatru Pita Vairi Yen Balo Na pathitah,
Na Shobhate Sabha MadhyeVako Yatra’.
(Meaning thereby : The parent who does
not facilitate and guide their child for studies
is like the greatest enemy of the child. The
presence of an uneducated person in the
company of educated people is like a goose
in the company of swans.) (Priyabadini, Dr.
Sucheta, voices of women of Odisha Feb-
March - 2012 Odisha Review.)

Despite various signification roles of
education in a child’s life, our society still
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goes through the superstitious mentality of
not providing the similar state to the female
- child in comparison to the male - child. As
in Senapati’s ‘Rebati’, we come across the
superstitious thinking of the grandmother
who considered her grand-daughter as an
il omen because she shows interest to
study. In Senapati’s short story, we see
women in a new light. Despite being naive
Senapati presented them with a new ray of
hope who can fight against the society in
order to attain the position and acquire
knowledge through education.
‘Rebati’ - a Role -Model for Today’s Women:
In the pre- Independent Odisha when
the social, political and cultural life was in
the state of decay, the status of women and
their education was no doubt on the verge
of degradation, when it was impossible to
provide education to women, Senapati as a
helmsmen tried his level best to fight against
the society to provide not only education but
also make an Odisha with empowered
women. This paper throws light on the
between the progressive Rebati and the
traditionalist grandmother, who
metaphorically represents primitive
practices of an orthodox society. Rebati
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could be described as a tale of
empowerment and progressiveness, as her
desire for education was formerly created
only because of two patriarchal figures in
her life - her father Shyambandhu Mohanty,
and the graduate Basudev, potential
husband of Rebati.

The interest of Rebati for learning was
almost accepted by everyone ecpect her
grandmother, who was skceptical and was
totally against the Idea. And the death of
the parents of Rebati lead the grandmother
to portray Rebati as an ill omen who leads
the whole family to destruction by showing
interest to get educated. She rants: ‘Rebati!
Reba! You are fire that turns all in to ashes.’
(Senapati, Fakir Mohan. Rebati’, 1898) This
is the ironic highlight of the story.

Though Rebati was constantly cursed
by her grandmother and was alone as
disasters came in to her life one after
another, she stands still. Her patience and
struggle made her as an iconic feminist
figure and a symbol for female
emancipation. Being a male writer Senapati
has beautifully picturized women as he was
always few feet ahead of the society and
he tried to represent women as truly
renaissance woman. He understands the
causes and situations of women much
better than most of his contemporaries.

Women’s Position Today :

Women in most part of Odisha are still
facing the situation similar to Rebati. No
doubt we have the brave and powerful
women in our society at the same time, the
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helpless, illiterate and male dominated
women existing side by side in life literature.
Senapati’s initiative for the reformation
regarding women is now taken by many
author as their favourite themes which
attracts the eyes of the audience, such as,
women’s education, window remarriage
abolition of untouchability, women
empowerment and women abolition.

The most renowned Odia woman
scholar, Pratibha Ray, has massively
enhanced Odia writing by contributing short
stories and books to the field of literature.
Her iconic ‘Yajnaseni’ is a best example of
showing the epitome of empowered women
in the context of old tradition with the theme
of love, compassion and eternal emotion.
Other writers such as Kuntala Kumari Sabat,
and her women-centric books, such as; Na
Tundi, Kali Bohu, Parasmanietc. are widely
regarded. Sarojini Sahoo, an Odia artist,
author, who has beena women’s activist and
essayist and has won the Odisha Sahitya
Akademi Award. Sad that the name of such
an eminent person now languishes on the
dustbin of history. Hardly anyone
remembers him these days, but his immortal
writings can become a shared legacy only
when there is a process of social
recognition. Lack of reader base is a
constant problem of such masterpieces like
‘Rebati’ are not getting the affiliations they
deserve and the issues and the issues of
great concern like women education and
empowerment remains unsolved till today.

Sad that the name of such an eminent
person is now languishes on the dustbin of
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history. Hardly anyone remembers him
these days, but his immortal writings can
become a shared legacy only when there is
a process of social recognition. Lack of
reader base is a constant problem of such
masterpieces like ‘Rebati’ are not getting the
affiliations they deserve and the issues of
great concern like women education and
empowerment remains unsolved till today.

Thus, to conclude Fakir Mohan'’s first
Odia short story, ‘Rebati, can be regarded
as a literary legacy to women. With a
revolutionary attitude she fought against the
old and traditional thinking of the society
courageously. Her enthusiasm of being
educated even at the coast of displeasing
her grandmother is undoubtedly
praiseworthy. Whenwe compare the women
today with the women during 19th century
Odisha though the position and status of
women has somehow developed but the
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narrow-mindedness of the society and some
old, traditional people have taken away
those facilities which should be provided for
the education and empowerment of women.

The story is not just limited to the
picturization of Rebati’s unending struggle
for education and the associated
superstitions. Fakir Mohan with the story
tries to provide a definite ideological purpose
as he tends to present the educational
passage with it. His main aim was to bring
together in the story the issues of women
identity, women education and women
empowerment, as it reflects towards the end
of the story how education broadens her
mental horizon. Although Education was the
much concern of the story still through this
important theme in depth it was the purpose
of Fakir Mohan to portray a real and perfect
picture of 19th century Odisha and the Odia
women.
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From Femininity to Feminism :
A study of Adichie’s Purple Hibiscus

Suvvada Nasamani
521Eng 022

The study focuses on the first novel
of the contemporary Nigerian writer
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Purple
Hibiscus. It offers a reading of Purple
Hibiscus as a quintessential African feminist
novel exploring female aesthetics of
suffering & upholding aesthetics of women
empowerment. Kambili, the young
protagonist’s life represents a coherent
response to the challenges of life in
postcolonial African nation as the novel pays
attention to the different forms of oppression
in the lives of women in postcolonial Nigerian
society. The study examined the relentless
struggle of marginalized individuals,
particularly women, against various powerful
authorities through resistance of different
forms. It also studies aspirations for
freedom. It reveals the continuous struggle
of individuals who are trapped within some
from of domination that exploits them &
hence curbs their freedom. These people
are always subjected to violence,
subjugation & discrimination. Their
impassioned desire for liberation is what
motivates their struggle the huge forces of
power. Every individual born in this world
has a right to freedom. Purple Hibiscus
captures the impact of patriarchy, domestic
violence, religious fanaticism &autocratic
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rule on a group of individuals, particularly,
women who are constantly marginalized in
Postcolonial Nigerian society.

Kambili in the novel explores
oppression & violence prevalent on different
levels of Nigerian society. She narrates her
journey of transformationfrom a silent victim
to a strong voice of resistance after she visits
Nsukka. In Nsukka, She finds her voice, her
laughter and her ability to question her
Papa’s patriarchal principles. Her aunt’'s
liberal domestic environment develops a
desire for freedom in Kambili. It is the place
where she reconnects herself with her
traditional root through her grandfather,
Papa Nnukwu. He becomes the biggest
source of strengthfor Kambili. Her narration
in the novel is built around the lives of her
oppressed mother, Beatrice, her silent
brother Jaja & herself. These characters,
along with Papa Nnukwu, Aunty Ifeoma &
her children, are in a state of relentless
struggle against the domination of various
kinds. Efforts of resistance & desire for
freedom are clearly visible in the way all the
victimized characters gradually stand up
against violence. Moreover, the novel tells
us the story Eugene Achike, who is a
wealthy business man& a influential person
within his community. He is major tool of
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oppression, an inconsiderate patriarch who
turn to violence, even at the slightest
provocationfrom his wife & children. Eugene
doesn't spare even his elderly father, whom
he denounces as a ‘Godless’ man. The story
explores the exploitation of women in both
familial & socio-political domain. Infact, the
opening line of the novel suggests an act of
violence from Papa (Eugene). Initially,
Kambili unintentionally encourages her
father’s patriarchal excesses on his family
by choosing to remain silent but towards the
end she questions his authority. Her mother,
Beatrice is a quiet & docile woman who is
the worst victim of violence & patriarchy
executed by her husband. She represents
the deplorable condition of African women
who lack economic independence. Their life
is exclusively controlled by men. She is
merely a silent spectator of her husband’s
constant violence & exploitation. However,
at the end she is forced to take up an
extreme from of resistance by ending her
husband’s life eventually when his demonic
oppression crosses its limits. This significant
step taken by Beatrice is a deliberate
attempt to assert an alternative voice of a
woman who has the ability to redeem her
freedom. Although Beatrice is depicted as
a helpless mother who remains passive
most of the time, she delivers courage when
it requires the most.

The framework used in analyzing this
study is Feminism. Feminist theory aims at
understanding the nature of gender
inequality & focuses on gender politics,
power relations & sexuality. Feminism as a
fight for equal rights stands for female self -
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empowerment, female consciousness,
female assertion &self improvement.
Kolawole in Womanism & African
Consciousness (1997) rightly observes that
African women are the products of multiple
subjugation such as ‘Patriarchy, tradition,
colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism &
gender imperialism, all combine to act
against the African woman’s self assertion.’
Eugene is a quintessential byproduct of
colonial influence that shaped him to be a
fanatic catholic who exploits his own family.
This is more illustrative in the words of
Amaka Azuike who says that ‘Western
colonization, unfortunately had very little or
no respect for women. For years, women’s
History became that of docility & Sheer
domesticity... The boys on the other hand,
were taught how to read & write’. Perpetual
quest for freedom is a common element
among all the marginalized characters in
Purple Hibiscus. Ironicallt, it concludes with
an underlying note that women are
subjected to an inevitable male domination
in a cyclical way. Adichie affirms the voice
of women who are capable of overthrowing
patriarchal authority of they are continuosly
denied their basic rights & opportunity. Her
voice call upon women to identify all forms
of social oppression & to go and confront
the same. Purple Hibiscus depicts the ideas
of silence & resistance overlapping in the
lives of Kambili, Jaja & their mother,
Beatrice. Though they begin their Journey
as voiceless individuals but all of them,
gradually find their voice through resistance
in their own different ways.
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Treatment of Third Gender in Hindu Mythology

Sruti Mohapatra
BA 20-046

In Hinduism the concept of gender is
divided in to 3 categories: Pumsa as male,
Stree as Female and Napumsa or Tritiya
prakriti as the Third Gender.

So, whenever we hear this term the
third gender or the Tritiya prakriti we only
think of the transgender or Kinnaras. But in
reality, this term Third Gender or Tritiya
prakriti is actually an umbrella term in which
individuals are categorized, either by
themselves or by society, as neither man
nor woman. It includes not only transgender
or kinnaras but also crossdressers, intersex,
lesbians, gays, bisexuals and many others,
those who do not consider themselves to
be a man or a woman. It includes also all
the unconventional sexual orientation and
gender identities. So we can say Third
Gender or Tritiya prakriti refers to all other
kinds of gender that does not designate
themselves as man or woman.

Hindu mythology has always given
significant importance to people of the Third
Gender. The Hindu texts gave evidence that
people were familiar with that Third Gender
community and could recognize their
uniqueness. Under ancient Hindu system
every Third Gender had a chanceto develop
their own personality with the support of their
family and society.
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‘Homosexuality has never been
considered a crime in Hindu culture. In fact,
the diversity of gender in our Hindu
mythologies and their treatment is way
vaster than one can ever imagine.

In ancient India, Third Gender people
were considered as ‘Demi Gods’. ‘Even the
god himself has accepted the presence of
the Third Gender’ then who are we to judge?
Hindu texts proudly us the stories of the
Tritiya prakriti and their connection with the
divine.

In both the great epics Ramayana and
Mahabharata, we can find several stories
describing the presence of the Third Gender,

In Mahabharata we find the story of
Shikhandi, the transgender warrior, who
proudly accepted his manhood to avenge
his past oath.

The story of Arjuna turning in to
Brihannala as a trans woman dancer, to hide
in the Virata Kingdom for an extra 1 year is
one that everyone knows but there is also
an appearance of female form of the great
warrior arjuna as Arjuni so that he is able to
attend Lord Krishna’'s mystical dance in
which only ladies were allowed to participate
in.

The story Aravan the god of
transgender and his eternal love with Mohini.
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It is from Aravan’'s lineage after his
association with Krishna’s female form
Mohini, that the transgenders are said to
have been born. And that is why, trans-
genders or Kinnars are also called Aravanis
in Tamil. Every year, an 18-day celebration
is held in, Tamil Nadu, during which the local
transwomendress up as Aravan’s wives and
mourn his death.

The story of lla/ Sudyumna and Budh,
where gender plays a peculiar role as one
is both male and female and one is one.
After their meeting the lunar clan or the
Chandra Dynasty was created.

In Ramayana the story of Lord Ram
honouring the Third Gender community as
Kinnara, as accepting them as they are and
blessed them.

The mother of the two great monkey
King vali and Sugriva. There are various
versions of this story. But the most
mentioned is, them being the sons of Indra
and Surya respectively. A story which was
found in other versions of Ramayana states
that They were kids of Aruni, the female form
of Aruna charioteer of Surya.

In Narada puruna we can discover a
tale of Narada himself turning to a woman
and embracing the womanhood and
forgetting his true gender identity.

The great story of Ardhanariswara, the
god of the Third Gender proving all of us
that in each and every human have the
essence of its opposite gender which helps
them in every point of their life as one is not
completed with it.

The love story of Mohini and shiva is
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one of the most incredible tales of Vishnu
and shiva. This story is also associated with
the procreation of Shiva and Vishnu
resulting in the creation of Ayyappa, who is
also referred to as Hariharaputra - son of
Shiva and Vishnu.

Several other ancient works such as
the Arthashastra (a treatise on politics and
economics) and the Kama sutra have
numerous mentions of LGBTQI + individuals
in various professions free from any
presecutions.

Hindu temples, scriptures and the
treatment of mythologies dedicating towards
Third Gender are evidences of their
presence. These stories can amaze
someone with their queerness.

One way to understand these stories
is to appreciate that. in ancient India lines
dividing male from female, homesexual from
heterosexual, were blurred. These tales
were told without guilt or shame and are not
uncommon by any means. Where do these
stories stem from? Perhaps they have their
roots in Indian mystical sphere, in a world
where all manifestation of the divine exist.
There is space not only for men and women
but also man having a woman’s heart or
mind and a woman having a man’'s needs.
Hindu view of the world has always been
friendly towards the Third Gender.

Even on ‘6 September 2018’ the
supreme court issued its verdict. The court
unanimously ruled that the section 377 of
the Indian penal code is unconstitutional as
it violates the fundamental rights of
autonomy, intimacy and identity, thus
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legalizing homosexuality in India. But sadly,
present society of the Third gender needs
help of Law and order to prove their very
existence, to be part of the society, to have
dignified social recognition and to have an
independent gender community. Even after
that many Third Gender people are suffering
from discrimination, ill-treatment and also
brutal sexual abuse in the society and
sometime from their own families and peer
groups. Because of this many of them end
up being a beggar or a prostitute.

Being a legitimate and legalized
community, our society treats them as
unnatural beings but if we focus on the term
unnatural being, how we are supposed to
categorize something being natural or
unnatural. The presence of the Third Gender
in our ancient India and in our Hindu
mythologies and their narratives as Tritiya
Prakrti : Meaning - the Third nature, proofs
the fact that the Third Gender is a reality of
the society, So, one can never deny their
coexistence in this world. In past Hindu
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society Third Gender citizens were neither
persecuted nor denied their basic rights like
modern Indian society. They were allowed
to keep their societies or town quarters, live
together within marriage and engage in all
means of livelihood, never treated as
outcasts and untouchables like today.

Hindu texts have explored each and
every aspect of human life in a very wider
perspective. The revelation, recognition and
consideration of the identity of Third Gender
are the most effective examples. Ancient
Hindu society in India had already self -
addressed and resolved issue several
thousands of years ago. Indeed, we must
look back to the ancient Indian culture for
the recognition and accommodation of
Tritiya - prakriti’s in an acceptable and
respectful approach. It can be concluded
that in Hindu mythologies, Third Gender
community lived with dignity, pride,
confidence and power and were considered
as an integral part of the society.
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An incident that change the course of my life

Ipsita Priyadarshine
UG 3rd year (Botany), 09-BED 20-045

Walking down the memory lane, | got
stuck to that particular moment, that life
changing moment where my path, my
mindset, my notion to those speechless,
cute creature totally changed!! Still now | do
remember those eyes blinking at me with a
great hope of help and that thankful gesture
which she gave after finding her babies safe
in her lap.

Years back when | was in 9th
Standard. The obvious question that usually
people get of my age is what do you want
to become in future. | was also asked the
same question often and my answer to that
question is always a neutral one. As like
other fellow mate | also get up a speak, |
want to be a doctor. The answer is so causal
ever and so also the gestures of the listener.
They just hear and throw as smile at me as
if they are trying to mock at me. | also pay
no attention to that. Well time run and it was
15 days left for the final term examination,
but | still causal as | am enjoying those 15
days exam preparation vacation. Being a
gully cricketer holding a bat on my left hand
with playing it on my left shoulder. | was
roaming around searching and waiting for
my friends to come. While busy in my own
careless attitude | was roaming | found an

QN8 Q6HHR IEITE ARIFYING IS IS 9099-909M

dog with her mouth open came near to me
as if she was approaching me to do
something. Instead of paying attention to it,
my playful mood took the advantage of the
situation. | started teasing her, playing with
her. But everytime | wanted bully her. She
come beside me and give me the gesture
as if she is requesting me to do something.
After nearly 15-20 min of playing | left her
having no more interest in it. | left the place
regained my previous posture and started
waiting for my friends. After 2-3 min of gap
when | look back. | found her following me.
Now | started to chase her away but she
didn't left me continued to follow me. By
continuous roaming & chasing | reached the
area where there was a broken house. |
noticed one of the wall of that house, which
was half broken is now broken fully. | noticed
it but | didn't pay any attention but all of a
sudden | found that same dog running here
and their over a particular area and
scratching the ground vigorously with
making sound. Paying a little attention |
heard the sound of some puppies crying
under the wall. At once | threw my bat & run
towards the wall. | found 5 puppies under
wall crying for life and their mother struggling
outside to save them. She now stopped
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scratching and again paid a very hopeful
look towards me. | without sparing a single
minute started helping her. After a struggle
of 45 min | was able to save those cute
speechless creatures.

This was a major turning point of my
life and at that moment | decided to be a
veterinary doctor with a real zest to save
these speechless creature.

Qeade

| just like the Robert Frost's poem the
‘Road not taken’ choose to be a hard worker.
After that incident my answer to those
obvious questiontransformed from anunder
confident to a confident one and now | made
it serving thousands speechless creatures
and running an NGO to save such creatures
too.

Problems are panrt of life
Courage is the art of Life.
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